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pointed questions, and concise explanations are addressed to the 
student. They are not framed for any special grade, and are suffi- 
ciently elastic to permit their profitable use in several grades, but 
they seem best adapted for use in high and college preparatory 
schools. Students fitting for the Harvard entrance examination in 
meteorology will find them exactly suited to their needs; and the 
general inquirer can use them, particularly those on weather-maps, 
with gratifying results. 

In addition to this elasticity, to the rational lines along which 
the exercises are developed, and to the clear and expressive figures, 
another feature merits special mention. The educational value of 
the work is greatly enhanced by the repeated emphasis, "laid 
throughout this manual on the larger lessons to be learned from 
the individual exercises, and on the relations of the various atmos- 
pheric phenomena to human life and activities." 

Appearing in a field hitherto vacant, this book sets a high 
standard. May it receive the hearty recognition, and the wide 
adoption which it so richly deserves! J. M. B. 

Impressions of Spain. James Russell Lowell. Compiled by Joseph B. 
Gilder. With an Introduction by A. A. Adee. Boston and New 
York, Houghton, Mifflin &■ Co. , The Riverside Press, 1 8pp. 

This handsome little book contains about one hundred pages, 
exclusive of the prefatory note and the introduction. The subjects 
treated are : The Domestic Politics of Spain ; The King's First 
Marriage; The Death of Queen Mercedes; The Attempted Assassi- 
nation of the King; Gen. Grant's Visit to Spain; and the King's 
Second Marriage. They are not very interesting, and there does 
not seem to be any reason why they should have been selected for 
the making of a book. 

It must be added that Lowell's scholarship has not been re- 
spected. He never could have used the word pronunciamentos, which 
appears twice within eight pages, and it is not possible to believe 
that, when he quoted a stanza of Malherbe, he wrote the atrocious 
line which is printed on page 82 of the Impressions : 
Le pauvre en sa cabane qui de chaume se couvre. 

Tunisia and the Modern Barbary Pirates, by Herbert Vivian, M.A., 
Author of " Servia : the Poor Man's Paradise" etc., etc. Illus- 
trated with Photographs and a Map. London, C. Arthur Pierson, 
Limited, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W. C, iSpp. 
Mr. Vivian seems to overestimate the importance of his message 

to mankind. His preface begins with these words : 
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The authorities on Tunisia are not worth enumerating. Those in English belong 
to a former generation; those in French are prejudiced and stupid. A Frenchman is 
either an hireling scribe, glorifying the blunders of his country under the specious nick- 
name of civilization, or a tedious tourist, whose soul cannot soar above the details of 
his provender and his flea-bites. He will exclaim over a telegraph pole or squander 
sentiment upon the memory of a sandwich, but for instruction, description, wit or 
common sense we must look elsewhere. Accordingly I may claim to cover new 
ground. 

Those who like writing of this kind will find more of it in the 
three hundred pages of this book. The modern Barbary pirates 
are, of course, the French, who seized upon a plausible pretext to 
occupy Tunisia without waiting for England to complete her 
arrangement with Italy in order to anticipate the action of France. 
Such things will happen and some men will call names. The very 
worst that can be truthfully said of the French in their extension of 
empire is that they are sometimes almost as bad as the English. 

Mr. Vivian has ink for the Frenchmen, and to spare; he detests 
the Americans and he loves the Arabs. His profession of faith 
appears on page 46 : 

Just as you have only to set eyes upon a Yankee to know him for an impudent 
vulgarian, so the first sight of an Arab suffices to convince you that he possesses every 
instinct of a gentleman. 

Why so loud ? It is well known that the Arabs are gentlemen; 
but nobody takes Mr. Vivian for an Arab. 

Besides historical and political misinformation, abuse of the 
French and praise of the Arabs, the volume contains some good 
descriptions and a number of excellent illustrations. 

Amerigo Vespucci davanti la critica storica. Memoria del Prof . Gus- 
tavo Uzielli. Firenze, Tipografia M. Ricci, Via San Gdllo, 31. 
1899. 

This solid and brilliant memoir was presented to the Third Italian 
Geographical Congress. It well deserved separate publication. 

Prof. Uzielli takes little interest in the question: Who first set 
foot upon the American mainland ? It may have been Columbus, 
Vespucci or Cabot; but nothing is certainly known on the subject. 

Vespucci has suffered as much from his friends as from his ene- 
mies. The leaders of the two hosts — Santarem attacking and Varn- 
hagen defending the Florentine — are shown to be equally uncritical 
and prejudiced, while most of their followers have contented them- 
selves with the repetition of charges and counter-charges. 

In Prof. Uzielli's opinion, the first thing needed is to cease con- 
founding the accuracy and the sincerity of Vespucci with the authen- 



